BEDUIN   HORSEMEN
it might be a praesidium, in these parts, upon the trade road.
Thereby stands a black vulcanic mountain which is a landmark
seen from Maan. Here passing, in my former journeys, we saw
Aarab horsemen which approached us; we being too many for
them, they came but to beg insolently a handful of tobacco. In
their camps such would be kind hosts; but had we fallen into their
hands in die desert we should have found them fiends, they would
have stripped us, and perchance in a savage wantonness have cut
some of our throats. These were three long-haired Beduins that
bid iis salaam (peace); and a fourth shock-haired cyclops of the
desert, whom the fleetness of their mares had outstripped, trotted
in after them, uncoutKly seated upon the rawbone narrow
withers of his dromedary, without saddle, without bridle, and
only as an herdsman driving her with his voice and the camel-
stick. His fellows rode with naked legs and unshod upon their
beautiful mares' bare backs, the halter in one hand, and the long
balanced lance, wavering upon the shoulder, in the other. We
should think them sprawling riders; for a boast or warlike
exercise, in the presence of our armed company, they let us view
how fairly they could ride a career and turn: striking back heels
and seated low, with pressed thighs, they parted at a hand-gallop,
made a tourney or two easily upon the plain; and now wheeling
wide, they betook themselves down in the desert, every man
bearing and handling his spear as at point to strike a foeman; so
fetching a compass and we marching, they a little out of breath
came gallantly again. Under the most ragged of these riders was
a very perfect young and startling chestnut mare,-so shapely
there are only few among them. Never combed by her rude
master, but all shining beautiful and gentle of herself, she seemed
a darling life upon that savage soil not worthy of her gracious
pasterns: the strutting tail flowed down even to the ground, and
the mane (orfa) was shed by the loving nurture of her mother
Nature.
The settled folk in Arabian country are always envious haters
of the nomads that encompass them, in their oases islands, with
the danger of the desert. These with whom I journeyed, were the
captain of the haj road at Maan and his score of soldiery, the
most being armed peasantry of the place, which came driving a
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